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What are Nautical Charts?

Nautical charts are a fundamental tool of marine navigation. They show
water depths, obstructions, buoys, other aids to navigation, and much
more. The information is shown in a way that promotes safe and
efficient navigation. Chart carriage is mandatory on the commercial
ships that carry America’s commerce. They are also used on every Navy
and Coast Guard ship, fishing and passenger vessels, and are widely
carried by recreational boaters.

What is a BookletChart™?

This BookletChart is made to help recreational boaters locate
themselves on the water. It has been reduced in scale for convenience,
but otherwise contains all the information of the full-scale nautical
chart. The bar scales have also been reduced, and are accurate when
used to measure distances in this BookletChart. See the Note at the
bottom of page 5 for the reduction in scale applied to this chart.

Whenever possible, use the official, full scale NOAA nautical chart for
navigation. Nautical chart sales agents are listed on the Internet at
http://www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov.

This BookletChart does NOT fulfill chart carriage requirements for
regulated commercial vessels under Titles 33 and 44 of the Code of
Federal Regulations.

Notice to Mariners Correction Status

This BookletChart has been updated for chart corrections published in
the U.S. Coast Guard Local Notice to Mariners, the National Geospatial
Intelligence Agency Weekly Notice to Mariners, and, where applicable,
the Canadian Coast Guard Notice to Mariners. Additional chart
corrections have been made by NOAA in advance of their publication in
a Notice to Mariners. The last Notices to Mariners applied to this chart
are listed in the Note at the bottom of page 7. Coast Pilot excerpts are
not being corrected.

For latest Coast Pilot excerpt visit the Office of Coast Survey website at
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/coastpilot w.php?book=5.

(Selected Excerpts from Coast Pilot)
Weather The climate along this stretch of
coast is a mixture of tropical and temperate
zone conditions. The area receives
abundant rainfall and moderate
temperatures, with only a few short
periods where temperatures fall to freezing
or below. The Gulf of Mexico helps modify
the relative humidity and temperature
conditions, decreasing the range between
extremes. When S winds prevail these
marine effects are increased. During
summer, prevailing southeasterlies help cool the air and produce
showers.

Navigation is hampered at times by extratropical or winter systems, fog,
thunderstorms, and tropical cyclones. This area is located S of the mean

track of continental extratropical cyclones. During winter, this track
reaches its S limit, and some 15 to 20 associated fronts reach the Gulf of
Mexico. These “northers” are common from October through February.
The mixing of cold and warm air may also trigger the formation of an
extratropical cyclone in the Gulf. The cold fronts and winter storms
result in gale-force winds blowing 1 percent of the time and winds of 22
knots or more occurring 7 to 12 percent of the time. Waves of 10 feet or
more are common, while 20-foot seas have been encountered. Tropical
cyclones are a threat to navigation from late May into early November.
On average, a tropical cyclone (winds 34 knots or more) will move
through the region every 1 to 2 years, while a hurricane (winds 64 knots
or more) can be expected every 4 to 5 years. Winds can be expected to
reach 100 knots about every 25 years. These systems can also generate
rough seas. Carla and Audrey produced 28- to 30-foot seas. On average,
maximum significant wave heights of about 40 feet can be expected
once every 25 years in deep waters.

While fog occurs throughout the year, it is much more likely in winter
and early spring; February is often the foggiest month. Port Arthur
averages 42 days annually when visibilities fall below 0.4 mile. These
monthly averages range from less than 1 day in the summer months to 8
days in January. Offshore visibilities fall below 2 miles about 2 to 3
percent of the time from December through April. On average, sound
signals operate more than 100 hours per month in December and
January. Visibilities may also be restricted by precipitation and smoke.
Currents.—The currents off the entrance of Sabine Pass are dependent
upon the direction and velocity of the wind. Following continued N to E
winds, a SW to W current will be found off the entrance, frequently with
a velocity of 1 knot and sometimes as much as 2 knots. Following S and
SW winds, the currents will be in the opposite direction, but with less
velocity. The tidal current between the jetties at strength averages 1.1
knots on the flood and 1.6 knots on the ebb, but velocities up to 2.5
knots have been observed in Sabine Pass. Tidal current predictions for
Sabine Pass may be found in the Tidal Current Tables, Atlantic Coast.
The currents off the entrance of Sabine Pass are dependent upon the
direction and velocity of the wind. Following continued N to E winds, a
SW to W current will be found off the entrance, frequently with a
velocity of 1 knot and sometimes as much as 2 knots. Following S and
SW winds, the currents will be in the opposite direction, but with less
velocity. The tidal current between the jetties at strength averages 1.1
knots on the flood and 1.6 knots on the ebb, but velocities up to 2.5
knots have been observed in Sabine Pass. Tidal current predictions for
Sabine Pass may be found in the Tidal Current Tables, Atlantic Coast.
Dangers.—The offshore oil well structures, Sabine Bank, and the spoil
and dumping grounds on either side of the entrance channel are the
principal dangers encountered when approaching Sabine Pass. Vessels
should not approach the entrance too closely before the pilot boards.
The offshore oil well structures, Sabine Bank, and the spoil and dumping
grounds on either side of the entrance channel are the principal dangers
encountered when approaching Sabine Pass. Vessels should not
approach the entrance too closely before the pilot boards.

A strong westerly current known to cause groundings after tropical
cylcones was reported between Sabine Bank Channel Lighted Buoys 17
and 18, and between Sabine Bank Lighted Buoy 33 and Lighted Bell Buoy
34; extreme caution is advised.

U.S. Coast Guard Rescue Coordination Center
24 hour Regional Contact for Emergencies

Commander
8th CG District
New Orleans, LA

RCC New Orleans
(504) 589-6225
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Navigation Managers Area of Responsibility

Northeast
Lt. Meghan McGovern
meghan.mcgovern@noaa.gov

Great Lakes Region
Tom Loeper
thomas.loeper@noaa.gov

A _
Northwest and '} “/

Pacific Islands o -
Crescent Moegling
crescent.moegling@noaa.gov

T
- g
..=§ o

Chesapeake and
Delaware Bay
Steve Soherr

steve.soherr@noaa.gov

y
|
o -
S
)

) Mid-Atlantic
Lt. Ryan Wartick
ryan.wartick@noaa.gov

Jeff Ferguson
jeffrey.ferguson@noaa.gov o -

Western Gulf Coast \
Alan Bunn
alan.bunn@noaa.gov

/

Southeast
Kyle Ward
kyle.ward@noaa.gov

Central Gulf Coast
Tim Osborn
tim.osborn@noaa.gov

Alaska
Lt. Timothy M. Smith
timothy.m.smith@noaa.gov

South Florida
Puerto Rico
U.S. Virgin Islands
Michael Henderson
michael.henderson@noaa.gov

NOAA’s navigation managers serve as ambassadors to the maritime community.
They help identify navigational challenges facing professional and recreational mariners, and provide NOAA resources and
information for safe navigation. For additional information, please visit nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/service/navmanagers

To make suggestions or ask questions online, go to nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/inquiry.
To report a chart discrepancy, please use ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx.
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For more information on aids to navigation, including those on Western Rivers, please consult the latest USCG Light List for your area.
These volumes are available online at http://www.navcen.uscg.gov



NOAA encourages users to submit inquiries, discrepancies or comments
about this chart at http /Awww.nauticalcharts.noaa gov/statt/contact. htm

GALVESTON TRAFFIC SEPARATION SCHEME
A pilot boarding area is located near the center of the
inshore precautionary area. Due to heavy vessel traffic,
mariners are advised not to anchor or linger in this
precautionary area except te pick up or disembark a pilot
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Hurricanes, tropical storms and other major storms may
cause considerable damage to marine structures, aids to
navigation and moored vessels, resulting in submerged debris
in unknown locations.

Charted soundings, channel depths and shoreline may not
reflect actual conditions following these storms. Fixed aids to
navigation may have been damaged or destroyed. Buoys may
have been moved from their charted positions, damaged, sunk,
extinguished or otherwise made inoperative. Mariners should
not rely upon the position or operation of an aid to navigation.
Wrecks and submerged obstructions may have been displaced
from charted locations. Pipelines may have become uncavered
or moved.

Mariners are urged to exercise extreme caution and are
requested to report aids to navigation discrepancies and
hazards to navigation to the nearest United States Coast Guard
unit.

ARTICULATED AIDS

An articulated aid to navigation consists of a
pipe structure that oscillates around a universal
coupling connected to a sinker. The structure is
kept upright by the buoyancy of a submerged
flotation chamber. It is designed primarily to
mark narrow channels in depths of up to 60
feet. All articulated aids are labelled "Art".
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AUTHORITIES

Survey, and U.S, Coast Guard

NOTE A

H New Orleans, LA,

Hydrography and lopography by lhe Nalional
Ocean Service, Coast Survey, with additional
data from the Corps of Engineers, Geological

Navigation regulations are published in Chapter 2, U.S.
ast Pilot 5. Additions or revisions to Chapter 2 are pub-
ed in the Notice to Mariners. Information concerning the
ulations may be obtained at the Office of the Commander,
Coast Guard District in New Orleans. LA, or at the Office
he District Engineer, Corps of Engineers in Galveston, TX

Refer ta charted regulation section numbers

INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY

SULPHUR

CAUTION

SUBMARINE PIPELINES AND CABLES
harted submarine pipelines and submarine
les and submarine pipeline and cable areas
hown as:

Additional uncharted submarine pipelines and
Imarine cables may exist within the area of
chart. Not all submarine pipelines and sub-
ine cables are required to be buried, and
se that were originally buried may have
pme exposed. Mariners should use extreme
tion when operating vessels in depths of
r comparable to their draft in areas where
elines and cables may exist, and when
horing, dragging, or trawling.

overed wells may be marked by lighted or
phted buoys.
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meter radius. The Safety Zone has been
promulgated, via an Interim Rule published on
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RADAR REFLECTORS

Radar reflectors have been placed on many
floating aids to navigation. Individual radar
reflector identification on these aids has been

omitted from this chart.
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This BookletChart was reduced to 75% of the original chart scale.
The new scale is 1:611461. Barscales have also been reduced and
are accurate when used to measure distances in this BookletChart.
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waterways:

ship-to-coast.

harbors.

@MERGENCY INFORMATIOI\D

Getting and Giving Help — Signal other boaters using visual distress signals (flares,
orange flag, lights, arm signals); whistles; horns; and on your VHF radio. You are
required by law to help boaters in trouble. Respond to distress signals, but do not

endanger yourself.

All Hazard

Noke ov ‘D(w\wg

e

Weather Radio

NOAA's National Weather Service

VHF Marine Radio channels for use on the

Channel 6 — Inter-ship safety communications.
Channel 9 — Communications between boats and

Channel 13 — Navigation purposes at bridges, locks, and

Channel 16 — Emergency, distress and safety calls to °
Coast Guard and others, and to initiate calls to other
vessels. Contact the other vessel, agree to another channel, and then switch.
Channel 22A — Calls between the Coast Guard and the public. Severe weather
warnings, hazards to navigation and safety warnings are broadcast here.
Channels 68, 69, 71, 72 and 78A — Recreational boat channels.

Distress Call Procedures

Make sure radio is on.

Select Channel 16.

Press/Hold the transmit button.

Clearly say: “MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY.”
Also give: Vessel Name and/or Description;
Position and/or Location; Nature of
Emergency; Number of People on Board.

¢ Release transmit button.

¢ Wait for 10 seconds — If no response
Repeat MAYDAY call.

HAVE ALL PERSONS PUT ON LIFE JACKETS!

NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards (NWR) is a nationwide network of radio stations broadcasting continuous

weather information directly from the nearest National Weather Service office. NWR broadcasts official Weather

Nautical chart related products and information
Interactive chart catalog

Report a chart discrepancy

Chart and chart related inquiries and comments
Chart updates (LNM and NM corrections)

Coast Pilot online

Tides and Currents

Marine Forecasts

National Data Buoy Center

NowCoast web portal for coastal conditions
National Weather Service

National Hurrican Center

Pacific Tsunami Warning Center

Contact Us

Service warnings, watches, forecasts and other hazard information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/

Quick References

http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov
http://www.charts.noaa.gov/InteractiveCatalog/nrnc.shtml
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/discrepancy.aspx
http://ocsdata.ncd.noaa.gov/idrs/inquiry.aspx?frompage=ContactUs
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/mcd/updates/LNM_NM.html
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/cpdownload.htm
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/home.htm
http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/

http://www.nowcoast.noaa.gov/

http://www.weather.gov/

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/

http://ptwc.weather.gov/
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/contact.htm

For the latest news from Coast Survey, follow @NOAAcharts
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